“What lies behind us and what lies 

before us are tiny matters compared 

to what lies within  us.”
--Ralph Waldo Emerson

SUCCESS STORY

Write an essay telling about a learning experience you have had.  You could also think of this as a “success story.” Perhaps you have learned a special skill, turned a relationship around, made something you are proud of, achieved something special, or turned your life around.  There are some story ideas on the next page that may help you.

In your story consider including the following:

∑
Set the scene - where and when was this?

∑
Who was significant?  Other people are usually involved in our 
learning or successes.


∑
What was especially difficult?  Do you feel you were proactive?

∑
How have you used this experience?

R:
Do a reflection writing to go with this on another page.  Write 



a short paragraph using the following questions: 

How did you decide on the topic for your story? 

Do you feel the tone was positive, or negative?  

Do you recognize any patterns in yourself that the story reveals?  

“What matters most is that 

we learn from living.”






-Doris Lessing

Success Story Ideas

An athletic success

Being a leader

Going the extra mile for someone

A big purchase

Moving out on your own

Getting along with someone

Being a true friend / building a relationship

Being honest 

Learning a new skill / new job

A cooking triumph

Changing a behavior / overcoming a problem

A  school achievement

Resolving a conflict

Learning to drive a car

Getting well 

