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Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Memphis, TN - 1968 





“Environmental Justice affirms the 
fundamental right to political, economic, 
cultural and environmental self-
determination of all peoples.” 



“ The most threatened beings in creation: the poor.”  
—Leonardo Boff 



Wealth goes up; waste goes down. 



NIMBY often really means NFMBP 
“ Not From My Back Pocket!”  



Africa: Kenya 



Africa: Ethiopia 



“ If there’s a 
proposal no one 
else wants, it’s 
going to find its 
way to the 
poorest 
community.”  

Ana Baptista, PhD 
Director, 

Ironbound Community Inc. 
Newark, NJ 





The community boundaries are defined by the railroad tracks, the 
airport, the river and the highway. Whether pollutants come from 

the air, the river, or the ground, residents suffer.  



ENVIRONM ENTAL ISSUES 
ISSUE #1:  Air pollution   

ISSUE #2:  Unfair share of waste related facilities 

ISSUE #3:  Brownfields – Contaminated land & 

groundwater 

ISSUE #4:  Lack of trees, parks and recreational space 

ISSUE #5:  Quality of life issues 

ISSUE #6:  Indoor toxics and air pollution 

ISSUE #7:  Workplace health & safety 
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