
SOCIAL JUSTICE

HUMAN  HEALTH ECONOMICS

SUSTAINABILITY
•.	 Water privatization occurs when the control of 

water utilities is transferred from the public sector 
to private corporations. Privatization is dangerous 
because corporations are motivated by profit. 
This gives corporations incentive to raise fees 
and reduce paid employees.[1]

•.	 Often privatization occurs when locally run 
utilities are under extreme financial pressure and 
do not have money for improvements in water 
quality or distribution. This pressure leads to 
hasty contracts for private corporations who 
end up being poorly regulated. Under lack 
of regulation corporations can get away with 
unaffordable price increases, poor environmental 
and water quality standards, over harvesting, and 
serving only the rich in areas where the poor have 
little access to safe water.[1]

•.	 Commodification occurs when companies 
package and sell water which is a free natural 
resource. Often companies harvest water faster 
than nature can replenish it. When the land 
goes dry, the surrounding community suffers 
(especially those dependent on farmland).[2]

•.	 By choosing not to buy disposable water bottles 
you are saying no to water privatization and 
commodification. In effect you are helping stop 
the violation of human rights around the world.[3]

•	 	 Reusing #1 PET plastic water bottles can pro-	 	
	 mote bacteria.[1,2]

•	 	Drinking water from #7 Polycarbonate plastic  	
water bottles can expose you to BPA, an endo-
crine-disrupting chemical.[2,3]

•	 	 Stainless steel bottles avoid these problems.

•	 What comes out of the LCC water fountain is 	 	 	 	
	 FREE for students!

•	 Bottled water costs more per gallon than gasoline.[1]

•	 Tap water in Eugene costs $0.0018 per gallon. That 		 	
	 means that bottled water costs as much as 10,000 	 	 	
	 times more than tap water.[2]

•	 If you used a refillable bottle every day instead of buy-	 	
	 ing one bottle of water a day for $1.99 you would save 	 	
	 more than $700 a year! 

 

•.	 In 2007, the energy equivalent to an estimated 
32-54 million barrels of oil (1.3-2.2 billion gallons) 
was used in the production and distribution of 
bottled water in the U.S. alone, with the world-
wide production using the equivalent of 64-162 
million barrels of oil (2.7-6.8 billion gallons).[1]

•.	 Of over 50 billion PET water bottles produced in 
the U.S. alone, only 17% were recycled. The rest 
litter our land and waters.[2] 

•.	 Bottled water use contributes to the estimated 3 
million tons of plastic debris floating on the sea 
surface in the North Pacific Central Gyre (Eastern 
Garbage Patch).[2]

•.	 It takes 3 liters of water to produce one liter of 
bottled water.[3] 

•.	 Lane Community College’s students using the 
new filling stations have saved 77,437 water 
bottles over the last 10 months, cutting down on 
LCC’s waste output and carbon footprint.
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TAKE BACK THE TAP!

WHY IT IS  T IME TO 
TAKE BACK THE TAP!

Look for these icons on 
a map or a refill station 
near you!

Brought to you by Lane Honors students: Chris Morris, 
Alex Way, Chance Aumuller and Lindy Comrada.


