
CLEAN & GREEN

Delta College
Custodial Cleaning Program



DELTA COLLEGE



Institutional Leadership

●Sustainability Task Force
●President’s Climate Commitment
●Higher Education Sustainability Act
●STARS (Sustainability Tracking & 

Assessment Rating System)
●Green Summit
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Current Projects

Classroom Paper Recycling
Hybrid Fleet Vehicles
Demo Debris Reuse
Mercury Reduction
Storm Water Management
University Center Trail



Green Cleaning 
Program History

Cleaning Procedures
Policies & Processes

Chemicals, Equipment, Supplies
Paper & Plastic Products

Innovations
Program Evaluation



What is Green Cleaning?

“…products and services
that reduce health and environmental impacts

compared to similar products and services
used for the same purpose.”

Pollution Prevention, Sustainability, Multiple Attributes
53 Million Students

5 Million Staff
20% of Population
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Fresh Green Start

● Take our tools away
● Establish a test plot for cleaners & equipment
● Eliminated aerosols
● Replaced bleach containing products
● Substitute top scrub/recoat for floor stripping



Paler Shade of Green 
(Program History)

● Walk-off mat installation
● ‘Best Practices’ paper recycling
● Smoke free campus
● Preventative maintenance
● Public posting & adhesive

guidelines



Cleaning Products

Green Seal Certified
Peroxide Cleaner ● Glass Cleaner ● Daily Floor Cleaner

Natural All Purpose Cleaner  ● Natural Degreaser
Grout Safe ● Carpet Complete

Green Earth & CRI Certified
Carpet Complete ● Carpet PreSpray & Spotter

Best Scrub ● Daily Disinfectant Cleaner
Floor Finish (Test)

Reduced Environmental Impact
Turbo Force Non-Corrosive Stripper
Foaming Hand Soap ● Barley Straw



Green Product Benefit
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Equipment

Green Seal Certified 
Speed Scrub Rider ● Backpack Vacuum

(Test Phase)

CRI Certified
Advanced CarpeTwin 14

Reduced Environmental Impact
Carpet Spotter Portable

Windsor Quick 32 Riding Floor Machine



Green Equipment Benefit
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Cleaning Supplies

Microfiber Cleaning Cloths
All Surface Cleaning ● Water Only

No Chemical Application ● Microfiber Bonding
Cleans Close to Surface ● Washable / Reusable



Durable Mop Buckets
High Impact Wringers

Longevity of Use
Commercial Grade Content

Cleaning Supplies

Flat Mops
Clean Water Process

Reusable
Increased Productivity

& Surface Contact



Paper & Plastic Products

Green Seal Certified
Toilet Paper

Multifold Towels

Reduced Environmental Impact
Waste Baskets & Liners
Recycle Collection Bins

Corrugated Recycling Totes

Recycled
Content

Source & Waste
Reduction

100% Recycled
Content

Reduced Cost
Favorable User

Response



Cleaning Procedures

TRADITIONAL
Product apply & remove  
Daily waste collection
Liner bags changed each time
Complete floor stripping
Daily office vacuum
Product surface application
Aerosol products
Pest control aerosols
Bleach containing products

GREEN CLEAN
Dwell time
Weekly waste collection
Liner bags changed if soiled
Top scrub & recoat
Weekly office vacuum
Product cloth application
Non-aerosol products
Integrated pest management
Non-bleach content



Policy & Process
● Meetings

● Custodial supervisors meet weekly with Director
● Staff meet w/supervisor prior to shift
● Supervisor / Supplier updates

● Training
● Orientation
● Custodial handbook
● Hands-on demonstration
● PPE, Bodily Fluid Waste, BBP, RTK
● HR 24/7 online programs

● College Wide Communication
● Power of a Single Action
● Website referral



Innovation

RetroPlate Flooring
● Highly abrasive, dust resistant
● Cleans w/water, eliminates moisture vapor
● No topical sealers, stripping, or waxing

● Recyclable Carpet Tile
● Easily replaced
● High soil, stain, & anti-microbial treatment ratings
● Manufacturer committed to zero eco-impact

● Posting Policy
● Reduced maintenance & labor costs



Program Evaluation

● Facilities Email
● Decreased complaints / requests
● Increase positive comment

● Positive Media Coverage
● Campus newspaper
● Local news

● Custodial Injury / Claim Tracking
● Zero worker comp cleaning product claims
● Zero injury reports since 2005

● MSDS Product Inventory
● Decrease paper inventory
● Decrease labor inventory



Benefits of
Green Cleaning 

Attracting visitors
Retaining students

Greater learning capacity
Teamwork development

Healthy & safe environment
Improved air quality

Recyclable Packaging
Decreased water use

F&E life cycle extension
Elimination of hazardous disposal cost
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Good For Us!



What’s Next…

● Grow Program
● Low eco-impact to Green Seal Certified
● Replace current equipment w/eco-brand

● Green Seal (GS-42)
● In-House Green Cleaning Certification

● LEED’s Building
● Allied Health Major Renovation
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DELTA COLLEGE

Where Our Color
Will Always Be Green
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