"How can I know what I think until I see what I say?"

E. M. Forster: 

· Learning to Write:  traditionally thought of as the domain of English departments and composition programs

· Writing to Learn: “owned” by all departments (ranges from note taking & annotating to drafting/revising essays

· Writing to Demonstrate Learning:  “owned” by all departments (typically involves essay exams and/or papers)
What do We Know?  

· According to the NSSE and CCSSE, there’s a correlation between students writing and reporting gains in learning and growth, and the more frequently that students write, the more they report deep learning (and it’s not how long a paper is that matters, necessarily, it’s how well-designed the assignment is to elicit meaning-making): students who write in their classes report a greater level of engagement than students who don’t. 

· Writing activities promote learning in ways that other activities (reading, listening, talking), don’t (“Writing as a Mode of Learning,” Janet Emig, 1977) 

· Brain research confirms that writing is very important for learning:   "Writing triggers the RAS, which in turn sends a signal to the cerebral cortex: ‘Wake up! Pay attention! Don't miss this detail!'” (Henriette Anne Klauser, writing about the reticular activating system [RAS] in the brain) 

· A majority of students on campus are already writing (‘though we might wish they were writing more or with more sophistication):  2011 CCSSE results for LCC:

	Prepared 2 or more drafts of a paper or assignment 

Never= 15.9% 

Sometimes= 32% 

Often= 31.7% 

Very often= 20.4% 


	Worked on a paper or project that required integrating ideas or information from various sources 

Never= 6% 

Sometimes = 30.2% 

Often = 39.9% 

Very Often = 23.9% 



	Number of written papers or reports of any length 

None = 7.5% 

1-4 =  28.6% 

5-10 = 30.1% 

11-20 = 21.1% 

More than 20 = 12.7% 
	Number of books read on your own (not assigned) for personal enjoyment or academic enrichment 

None = 23.3% 

1-4 =  48.8% 

5-10 = 17.8% 

11-20 = 4.8% 

more than 20 = 5.2% 




 
Resources:  

· Writing Commons (has a nice little video about developing evidence): http://writingcommons.org/
· CLIP Tutorial on working with sources (using voice markers): http://www.lanecc.edu/library/instruction/toolkit/tutorial.php?id=9
· How Academic Communities Regard Research and Evidence: http://writingcommons.org/research/research-primer/survey-academic-research-communities

 
Discussion Questions: 

1. What counts as evidence in your field? 

2. What are some examples of good writing in your field? (what forms and styles are appropriate/rewarded? What citation format is used?) 

3. What do you think 1 & 2 reveal about how experts in your field think? 

4. What advice would you give to a student about writing in your field? 

5. What are typical writing assignments in your courses? 

6. If time and money were no consideration, what kinds of assignments would you give, ideally? 

7. Since time and money are considerations, what do you consider the greatest obstacle to assigning (more) written work in your courses (besides time and money)? 

  

  

