Using “T-R-A-C-E” Prompts for 
Weekly Reading Notes for Writing 122
Anne McGrail
Assignment: Students submit weekly reading notes on articles assigned to everyone in the class. They are graded on a 1-10 scale, and RNs count for 30% of the class grade. Required length is 250 words, but I regularly receive RNs of 1000 words or more.

1. Connection to Larger Course Goals
The larger course goals of WR122 include helping students enter a conversation beyond the classroom and contribute to it meaningfully and knowledgeably.  In my online class, Reading Notes (“RNs”) are the major means by which I ask students to thoughtfully and formally engage with texts before they’ve begun integrating them into an argument essay. Each term, students get more than 20 “at bats” (to use Doug Lemov’s term for opportunities to practice) carefully reading and writing about texts
.  They practice citation information, summary, quotation, and beginning rhetorical analysis. They also pull quotes out that pique their interest; these quotes can provide germs for larger essays. The reflection on the medium or genre used is related to the larger course goals of understanding how rhetorical purpose is related to technologies of culture, including letters, but later Tweets and blogs.
2. Connection of RNs to other Assignments
For each of the three essay units in this course, students are required to engage with all of the essays assigned for that unit in an essay that answers a question by taking a position. 

3. This assignment is effective, I think, because it asks students to work closely with the texts but is low stakes. 

4. For Improvement:
For 75% of the students, this assignment works very well. For some of the less prepared students who may have just squeaked by in WR121, they struggle with things like “exigence.” I may work on a screencast or mini-video with my voice to help, since these students also are not always helped by reading more about something.  Still, all students seem to be able to come up with 250 words (the minimum) for the assignment.

INSTRUCTIONS TO THE STUDENT: This is your reading note for Week 1. Each week, follow the instructions for writing detailed notes about the articles you read in this class. These notes are like a working annotated bibliography of all the articles that you read as you make your way through this course.Think of these notes as preliminary work toward your formal essays, since each of the essays you write will incorporate your thinking about the readings.

1. Cite publication information:
Copy all the correct citation information into your journal so that you can compile a works cited list later when and if you use the article in one of your essays.
2. Summarize the articles ("They Say"):
Summarize each article, focusing on these key questions: 
What is the issue, the topic, what is the piece is about? (The subject)
What is the crux, the core question? (The thesis or argument)
What is the author's thesis-- the position they take on the crux?
Use what you learn in They Say/I Say and in Lesson #1 to help you summarize effectively.
3. Respond to the articles ("I Say"):
Do a “T-R-A-C-E” analysis to help you analyze the rhetorical situation in the two articles.
TEXT: (for example, in this week we were reading “Letter from Birmingham Jail” by Dr. King). What are some major differences between Dr. King's thesis and the Alabama clergymen's thesis? Choose a quote(s) that illustrate/s these differences in the text.

READER/AUDIENCE: Who is the audience for these letters? How do you know? (Hint: the audiences are both public and individual, aren't they?)


AUTHOR: What information about the authors themselves can you glean from the letters (without referring to the background resources)? Give quotes and examples.


CONSTRAINTS: An important aspect of the rhetorical situation is the constraints that operate in the text. Constraints include the beliefs, attitudes, prejudices, interests and habits that influence people's perceptions. These constraints limit the common ground that can be established between the writer and the audience. Talk about what you see as constraints operating in King's letter and in the Alabama Clergymen's letter. Use quotes and examples.
EXIGENCE: Both of these letters are “jumping into” a conversation that is ongoing and urgent. Describe what you see as the exigence that motivates each of these letters in particular.
4. Pull quotes from the text: A place to make note of lines of text that stuck with you.
Use this journal to pull quotes that really struck you as useful for your own thinking and writing; jot down thoughts that came to you next to the quotes so that you will remember why you chose these quotes. Be sure to copy them exactly, and be sure to include necessary citation information. Then later, when you are working on your essay, you can refer back to these quotes and find their context in the articles easily.
5. Reflection on the medium of letters: 
Think about the technology used in both of these texts: they are letters written to smaller audiences than eventually read them. How effective do you think such letters would be today?  
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