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The “Filter Bubble” Activity
Learning objectives: Course level: gather information, evaluate sources. Assignment level: describe the effect of the filter bubble, develop a strategy to address the filter bubble when doing Internet research.
Procedure:

Students are given a controversial topic and are asked to do a “Google” search from their home computer and/or mobile device. All students are provided with the exact term to be searched (i.e. gene therapy). Results are recorded in the form below:

	Term Searched:
	
	

	Location of computer:
	
	

	Browser used:
	
	

	Operating system used:
	
	

	List the first five (5) non-sponsored links 
	
	

	Do you notice any evidence of bias in your results? Provide an example, if appropriate.
	
	

	Are all of these sites useful for your research? Why or why not?
	
	


After comparing information with other students in the class, or with groups of four or five students, ask if there are any questions. If all searches in a group were identical, have the students in that group compare with other groups.

The question should be, “Why did Google searches using the same search criteria return different results?”.  
Similarities?

Differences?

Are you surprised? Why or why not?

Have each group brainstorm a possible hypothesis, and then fill out the Know/Need to Know/Need to Do Chart. Compare this chart to the Scientific Method. What is the next step you need to take?

Describe the next step(s) you will take in order to test your hypothesis, and record any data below:
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Watch the TED talk “The Filter Bubble”

Using complete sentences, including proper grammar and punctuation:

1. Describe how this problem affects your ability to gather information using Google:

2. Brainstorm ways that this problem can be overcome.

