Curricular Infusion: Writing 121 Online

Weekly Journal Prompts using Skip Downing’s 8 On Course Principles.
1. When you think about your writing process, it's important to consider the role that your own work habits play in improving your writing; taking personal responsibility for your learning is the first step to developing as a writer. Think of the things that you can do this term to improve your own writing and write them down here.
2. One of the most important things you can do as a writer is to believe in yourself, and to trust that you have something valuable to say. Think about your strengths as a writer again, and write about what you feel most proud about in your writing.

3. Think about things that you can do this term to get yourself motivated, take control of your time and energy to write and revise. Often times you may be tempted to do all the other things in your life--and online the temptations of Facebook etc. will really be strong. Write down what you will do to keep motivated to write and improve your writing.

4. When we write, many emotions may come up: fear of failure, fear of not knowing the "right" answer, boredom, anger at oneself or others--among many others. Think about the emotions that sometimes come up for you when you write. Write about what you might want to do this term to help you get past any emotions that get in your way.
5. What are your beliefs and attitudes about yourself as a writer? Are these beliefs useful for helping you to improve? What might you do to support yourself this term in gaining self-awareness about your attitudes toward writing?

6. Since this is a class that relies on peer-reviewing of our papers, it's important to think about how you will help others with their writing and use the feedback you get from your peers. Developing a sense of trust and interdependence is key to collaboration. How do you feel about sharing your writing with others?  Reflect on your own goals for helping your peers in this class.
7. Of all the skills you might learn in college, writing is one that will draw on the greatest number of interrelated skills: you need to be comfortable with basics like grammar and mechanics; you need to know how to organize and develop your thoughts on paper; you will be thinking critically about what you read and about your own writing. Think about the skill you would like to take to the next level in this class--and then imagine what you would like to do with this same skill after this class is over.


8. When you think about your approach to writing, what comes to mind as your biggest strength and biggest weakness? Write these down, and then write about how you will use your strength to overcome your weakness.
