PBL II:

1) Problem statement: The “filter bubble” determines what kinds of information are relevant or important to us without directly asking us what we might want or need in our search for information.

2) Know/Need to know: How do you find pertinent and significant information on an issue when we want it? Define problem: What does it mean to be “American” and what is the “West”? What do you know about these terms? What do you need to know about them to better understand Lopez?
3) Information Gathering Tool: Source on the definition of “American,” “West,” and The American West. Do a Google search from home and print the first page of search results? Select the “best” source and summarize what the West is and what they have to say about what it means to be American.

4) In small groups share your results. Discuss similarities and differences in your sources and how they define these terms. What do the similarities seem to suggest about shared knowledge, ideas, and assumptions? How do you account for the differences? Report back to the large group.

5) Use Decision Matrix to arrive at list of possible solutions. (Large group, entire class activity.) Suggestions: 

a. come up with list of alternative search terms and phrases that will help us find more appropriate, in-depth sources

b. different search engines?

c. different Google search tools (Scholar, news, images, etc) 

d. use Lib databases

6) Using suggestions generated in #5 above, do second Information Gathering Tool activity: Source on the definition of “American,” “West,” and The American West. Do a Google search from home and print the first page of search results? Select the “best” source and summarize what the West is and what they have to say about what it means to be American.

7) Presenting the Solutions—Developing a Rubric: Essay #1: Use Lopez (from Vintage Lopez) and the 1-2 best sources you’ve identified through the activities you’ve done so far (see above) to write a brief essay on the relationship between the information bubble and how we think about the American West.

8) Help students learn from each other: The Presentation Debrief: Workshop #1.

9) A Second Look: Revisit in revision for draft #2 of Essay #1.
