Learning Communities Student Satisfaction Survey

Winter 2010

      Age Range

	18-21
	47

	22-29
	35

	30-39
	38

	40-49
	20

	50-59
	14


107 fulltime

  48 part-time

1. Reflecting back on what you learned in the linked classes with Women in Transition, please give examples of how you applied what you learned in one class to the work in your other classes:
Specific content overlap between classes

	· They went over different views about the same subject

	· Chemistry is more of a support class for Bio.

	· DNA in both classes

	· Almost nothing everything you need to learn about chem you cover in 10 mintues in biology

	· Bio and Chem went together. That's about it. But they are the bio bonds classes

	· I applied the knowledge of Codon's to help with my huntingtons disease presentation in med. Terminology

	· Actually all of one courses I took this term taught me the same thing in 3 different ways. I think the chemistry and biology curriculm go hand in hand and that made things easier.

	· When I was confused about protein synthesis in one class I used what I later learned in another class to help me better understand

	· Photosynthesis, metabolism, DNA and protein synthesis, all overlaped a lot and that was great

	· Chemistry helped explain what we learned in biology, and biology helped by giving us a starting point in many topics in chemistry.

	· Continual crossover between classes, kreb cycle, carbohydrates, etc.

	· I used what I learned about DNA and MRNA in Biology in my chemistry class

	· A few things went together well like DNA/Rna and citric acid cycle/kreb's cycle

	· Taking writing so helped me with my writing in reading 80 and reading 80 so helped me focus on writing 80's content

	· That things I learn in reading help me look at writing and see different types of patterns or methods were used.

	· I was able to break down readings

	· I have learned from the writing class how to make sure the papers I had to type for reading sounded good and punctuated correctly

	· I used many of the concept from this transitions in my writing class as these ideas

	· Writing class came in handy for all writing assignments. Transitions homework generated good topics for writing class.


General overlap between classes
	· One class helped me understand the other when knowing the "why" or "how" in one class made no sense to me. Learning something from a different point of view helped out.

	· There were some overlap sections (chapters) so I could understand the concepts more easily

	· Some of the topics were the same so it was easy to remember them

	· The classes related to each other. It was easier to understand in 2 different perspectives.

	· Learning a certain lesson/subject from both classes helped get a clearer understanding of it.

	· They just overlapped so it was easier

	· The classes work well together

	· The info learned in each class reinforced the topics being learned and helped for better understanding

	· Similar knowledge to use/know

	· They both interacted with each other/ overlapped

	· Both classes overlapped in teacher's and homework.

	· The subjects pretty much transferred themselves one class for the other.

	· I applied it to all classes

	· Except the PE that I am taking all my classes are linked to women in transitions for now.

	· All of it really. It all tied together.

	· They were conjunction with each other (sycronized)


Habits developed from the learning community
	· Utilized resource center, worked in groups during every class a lot!

	· I learned how to organize be prepared for test and assignments to reduce stress levels

	· Through my writing. I have journaled my feelings.

	· I used notes and handouts from one class for another and vise a versa

	· Study habits and ways to take notes in reading helped in writing

	· I crossed referenced a lot of class topics in papers, and with class discussions.

	· Knowing what I want in relationships and how to set goals and values

	· It provided me with learning tools that will help in future academics.

	· It was all kind of connected, which was good. It made me want to go. Motivation. Great tools!

	· We've used the different types at speech and learned better ways to study!

	· Not settling for less than I'm worth with relationships. Gave me more self esteem to do the same with a job.

	· Like I said I was able to speak up more and be more open about my issues/writing papers.

	· Life transitions will always help with career transitions

	· How to work together and help each other how to learn through transitions and express my self.

	· Communication skills translated well. Writing skills learned in life transitions worked well for careers.

	· I learned that I need more knowledge/experience in writing/essay skills.

	· I felt they dovetailed perfectly. Going from life transitions to career transitions was amazing. Learning more about myself  and my motivators helped direct my career search.

	· Learning about self and emotions which effect every area of your life.

	· I'm not sure but learning who I am helped me decide on what I wanted to do.

	· What I got from life transitions helped me realize the type of action and person I want to be and helps me to reinforce my career choice.


General comments
	· Assignments were similar

	· WIT- Strength  P.E.-Center

	· I wish the biology was presented in an easier sequence but I understood that he can't change that!

	· Haven't taken any others yet

	· self knowledge - career choice


Negative comments

	· They were somewhat off, hard to grasp bio concepts. I've taken 3 other bio classes with ease

	· Very little. Most subjects counteracted the other rarely they helped to understand the information taught!

	· If I would of realized that I was going to deal with emotions from my situation I would have never took math 10 and 12 credits. Extremely overwhelmed and stressed out. Dealing with too much to concentrate clearly.

	· The cross over was not helpful in personal characteristics and learning styles.


	2. In your experiences at Lane this term, about how often have you done each of the following?
	

	
	Very Often
	Often
	Sometimes
	Never

	a. Asked questions in class or contributed to class discussions 
     n=155
	35% (54)
	32% (50)
	30% (47)
	3% (4)

	b. Received prompt feedback (written or oral) from instructors on your performance  
     n=157
	52% (81)
	43% (68)
	4% (7)
	1% (1)

	c. Worked with other students on projects during the class 
     n=157
	42% (66)
	39% (61)
	18% (28)
	1% (2)

	d. Worked with classmates outside of class to prepare class assignments 
     n=156
	17% (26)
	15% (23)
	37% (57)
	32% (50)

	e. Came to class without completing readings or assignments  
     n=157
	5% (8)
	11% (18)
	55% (86)
	29% (45)

	f. Worked harder than you thought you could to meet an instructor's standards or expectations  
     n=157
	20% (32)
	36% (56)
	31% (48)
	13% (21)

	g. Discussed ideas from your readings or classes with others outside of class (students, family members, co-workers, etc)  
     n=157
	34% (53)
	31% (48)
	30% (47)
	6% (9)


	3. In your view, how much does Lane emphasize each of the following:
	

	
	Very Much
	Quite a Bit
	Some
	Very Little

	a. Providing the support you need to help you succeed at Lane n=156
	43% (67)
	37% (57)
	19% (30)
	1% (2)

	b. Encouraging contact among students from different economic, social, and racial or ethnic backgrounds 
     n=155
	35% (54)
	30% (46)
	27% (42)
	8% (13)

	c. Helping you cope with your non-academic responsibilities (work, family, etc.)  
      n=157
	15% (24)
	26% (41)
	38% (60)
	20% (32)

	d. Encouraging you to spend significant amounts of time studying  
     n=158
	41% (64)
	41% (65)
	16% (25)
	3% (4)

	e. Synthesizing and organizing ideas, information, or experiences in new ways  
     n=158
	26% (41)
	44% (70)
	27% (42)
	3% (5)

	f. Applying theories or concepts to practical problems or in new situations
     n=156
	26% (40)
	46% (72)
	26% (40)
	3% (4)


	4. In your experience with a learning community this fall, please rate each statement below:
	

	
	Very Much
	Quite a Bit
	Some
	Very Little

	a. Your understanding of one class was aided by its link with another  n=157
	37% (58)
	37% (58)
	22% (35)
	4% (6)

	b. This learning community helped you understand ways different disciplines examine similar problems or situations
     n=157
	33% (52)
	38% (60)
	25% (40)
	3% (5)

	c. This learning community enabled you to connect with other students, creating more of a sense of community than your other classes 
      n=157
	46% (72)
	38% (59)
	15% (23)
	2% (3)

	d. This learning community inspired and motivated you to learn n=156
	48% (75)
	32% (50)
	15% (24)
	4% (7)

	e. This learning community allowed you to apply knowledge you learned in one class directly to something required in the linked   n=157
	48% (75)
	30% (47)
	22% (34)
	1% (1)


5. Please explain what was most beneficial to you about his learning community:
Students
	· The social dynamic knowing others were going through similar things, nice faculty.

	· meet other students to study with

	· The small groups-working with the same people and getting to know them and bounce ideas off each other

	· study groups

	· Group Projects helped me understand the most.

	· I really do like tha I know everyone in the class. It makes it easier to ask questions.

	· SRC and tutors and other students

	· I created a study group that I met with often and that alone helped me to better prepare for tests and in general just manage my study time better.

	· Having class with people who could help you with both subjects

	· Great opportunity to get to know students of the same LC, and the staff from the resource center

	· The fact that I made friends with students that could help me in the future.

	· Knowing all of my classmates from one class to the next. It made asking questions of them a whole lot easier

	· It was helpful to have the same study group for both classes

	· Working with same study groups in both classes.

	· Having a close group to work with

	· Meeting and working with others

	· Same students in each class

	· Feeling that we are all in this together

	· Having the same people in both classes

	· Knowing other students better helped with working together in class and organizing study groups

	· A supportive social community is so beneficial for success in school. This learning community addresses the need for a collaborative learning community environment and creates a better experience for the student.

	· Working with group

	· Always having the same peers to work with

	· Having the same people in both classes. It was nice to know people and study for both at once.

	· The same students were in both classes so we could discuss and study for both classes. Ideas from once class reinforced ideas from another.

	· Knowing my classmates

	· Classmates

	· I liked having the same classmates

	· I got to know everyone in class.

	· Starting my first term with the same people and instructors was great, because it helped me get to know this school better and it made me want to do my best

	· We grew as a group and formed bonds for homework

	· Being in a class with the same students and the classes building on each other

	· Having both classes so close and having the same fellow classmates in both classes. It was easier for me to understand what was being taught in writing class because of reading

	· I was able to meet new people and feel comfortable. It made it easier to get to know them because we're taking the same classes. Working with other students helped out also with some of the homework its less hectic

	· Different people to study with

	· Knowing the people

	· You are always sitting next to the same people which helps set the mood of the class to a more less ackward environment

	· Feeling comfortable being in both classes with the same people

	· It’s nice to have the option or studying with others in the same two classes, the help availible is great. Teachers accept late work and and will work with you on tests

	· Connecting with the other women

	· Learning together as a group

	· It was nice not to feel like a stranger

	· I met new friends

	· Connecting with other students and learning about myself

	· Share my work with class mates.

	· Working with the same faces, having people with similar life circumstances. All women!

	· Relating to the other women gave me hope and encouragment

	· Group projects

	· Knowing there are others like me.

	· Most people were in more then 1 class and had an understanding of what you were  going through

	· I found a study buddy and if I had questions the girls helped me out.

	· Learning as a group; interaction is more comfortable; information is retained because it's reinforced in each class.

	· I met two woment that I became good friends with outside of school.

	· I think meeting lots of new friends with same issues it made it easier to relate and joing together to accomplish our goals

	· Meeting others that are going through the same stuff, and working together on similar goals

	· A learning community gives a sense of community/ meetine people (remembering faces) study buddy, learning from other people's experiences.

	· Meeting like-situations others

	· I met new people who related to my situation

	· Spending time w/ other students.

	· Being forced to interact with others, speaking my thoughts out loud.

	· Seeing women struggle and share issues with me that I might have as well. The ability to feel comfortable due to it being only work.

	· Everything - I found it extremely helpful to have the community of women in both of the linked classes. It was a very supportive environment to learn in.

	· The fact that I had all the same classmates and the teachers were both helpful

	· Same people in each class is nice

	· The comradarie with others helped me to view problems differently giving me a better idea of what was going on in a class

	· The interaction with other students and having an instructor who was very supportive.


Instructors

	· The teachers

	· The instructor was really involved w/ students. Easier to learn

	· The  biology class really taught me a lot! The style of teaching was great for me.

	· Unlike a university's class where they have 600 students, lane classes were small enough that I had chances to get to know the instructors and receive the help I needed to get the instructors and receive the help I needed.

	· The motivation of the professors

	· I think overall everything was good and beneficial. You definitely get more one on one time with instructors

	· The gentleness of the instructor

	· I think that the most beneficial thing in this learning community was that both classes were taught by the same instructor.

	· Cara, she makes you want to come and class. She's happy, funny, and teaches you real stuff. I feel confident to move on to my future.

	· The ease of the transition back to college. And Cara Dimarco

	· The way my teacher expressed her learning and teaching skills. The information provided to me. It was an amazing class.

	· Instructor is perfect for this class. Debora's style of teaching, humor, and she was very encouraging.

	· I was very benefited by the personal interaction with the instructor and the open forum of discussion.


Classes

	· the 2 classes compliment each other.

	· Seeing different views on the same subject

	· You learn some of the same concepts in both class

	· Chem supported a lot of Bio questions I had before.

	· Sometimes topics in one clas related to topics in the other.

	· The connection of the classes information

	· Classes built to work complementary , one class expands on what we learned in another.

	· I was able to re-learn new topics from different angles. I loved this and really helped out. Example, Learn about a&p in bio and then see the chemical part of it.

	· What’s unclear in one class can sometimes become clear in the other

	· Learning the same things in 2 different classes

	· Without biology I would not have been able to understand some of the chemistry.

	· If something was unclear in one class often times we were about to go over it in the other so it got cleared

	· There are things in both class that are mostly a like and it feels like you understand everything better.

	· The classes relate to each other.

	· Overlapping information applicable to many aspects of living.


Personal benefit

	· That I do matter, and it is helping me learn how to fit in better with school.

	· The sense of anonymity of safety.

	· Coming out of shadow place, setting boundaries and stick with them

	· Setting boundaries something I need to do.

	· Finding out info on myself

	· Learning that my life is mine! I have begun to love myself again

	· How safe and comfortable I felt.

	· To grow and learn

	· The classes helped me overcome self-doubt and fear of re-emerging into the world.

	· The information and tools received to be successful in my journey.

	· The books I could read and not feel stupid if I had a question about it.

	· Made me comfortable with my self in front of students.

	· The whole experiene changed my life. All of it benefited me.

	· Self awareness

	· Motivation

	· Goal setting

	· learning more about myself

	· It helped me discover who I am and gave me ideas of what I want to do

	· This class was very helpful to me. Showed me I hadn't dealt with any of my emotions and this class helpl me through it.

	· learning more about me.

	· The self processing of information provided by the written expectations of the PRF's


General positive comments

	· Tutors

	· It's getting my requirements done for my major and it was interesting

	· It’s a class

	· Having tools at hand to use. Computers, microscopes etc.

	· Understanding material

	· Have the classes four days a week

	· Helps to feel more at ease

	· Direction-Career planning, computer workshop, manage support, and resources to help reduce stresses

	· It was an all womans class going back to college didn't seem so scary

	· Others were same boat as me it help me feel more at ease and do better

	· I learned about programs and help I could go to that I didn’t know about.

	· Learning how to actually apply the tools I learned to my life

	· Transitions relationships

	· More personal and less routine

	· I didn't feel singled out by age.

	· Everything

	· to state my feeling more

	· The supportive environment

	· Career classes, informational interviews

	· Career choices, healthy relationships, values


Negative comments
	· Nothing was beneficial about it. You take 2 extremely hard class and cram them together

	· I don’t think biobonds is necessary for success in A&P. There was too much busy work. It felt like I was in high school again and I am way past this in my college experience


6. What would you recommend changing about this learning community to improve it for future students?

13 students answered “Nothing”

General comments

	· More class offered

	· Have more of them and offered at night.

	· More openings, and sequence of subjects taught.

	· more classes, that are available to more students

	· More computers- a more quiet atmosphere

	· Add a program like this for men

	· Offer a class like it to men. Please  help the men.

	· Get a man's group and meet more days.

	· A couple more weeks because two of the weeks landed on holidays so it cut the class by two classes

	· Drop the chemistry requirement

	· No chemistry

	· More skills if possible to use in finding self

	· I am not sure I am still finding out what and how to help myself but I will and already have told the people about it.

	· How much time do you have? Lots availability, opt out options better hrs for resources

	· more community knowledge of the program


Homework Issues

	· Not so much exercises to take home. I like in class lab assignments

	· We need more time to complete required homework especially the most important info to be prepared for next course. Understanding ATP and spending more time on this than drawing a poster of how we think it works.

	· Less homework, more hands-on.

	· The biology study packet that had our labs and hw got confusing with wording.

	· More time to work outside of class

	· I would suggest group projects outside of school. Maybe class hours


Coursework and tests
	· Encouraging more interaction with the entire class rather than just a couple individuals.

	· Maybe occasionally switching lab partners to get some new approaches

	· A website of every specific detail in what was covered for that day

	· How much time we spend on one thing.

	· Longer career topics

	· I would encourage more seat, moving and get to know you moments. Outlaw crackly bags at all times. Auditory snack.

	· More cultural competence the bit with Raquel Wells was great

	· More interaction

	· Take a field trip as a group. Have a class for males.

	· I'm the type that doesn't like group activities, but I understand their value.

	· More time to go on the field trip. I feel this class is somewhat more suitable for someone further along in college, especially the career class.

· Spread final dates out

· Plan tests not on the same week

	· Coordinate test times w/ in the 2 classes so we aren't overloaded

	· More tests

	· Non cumlative exams


Learning community structure

	· Split the 4 hour class up!

	· More time to make "four grades"

	· Maybe to a 4 credit class like LBCC.

	· If a class gives you 4 credits of work. You should receive 4 credits of work. 3 is nuts.

	· I'm not sure it's useful to students to require it as a learning community. I'm especially concerned about students who have a harder time with science and have trouble getting A's in both at once and also can't repeat a class easily.

	· same day classes

	· Offering different times so that both don't have to be taken on the same day.

	· Allow students to take both classes together but have different time choices for each so that 1 crn isn't linked to only one other linked crn.

	· We often learned things in chemistry that we already knew from biology so it would be nice if we learned them at the same time

	· Connect classes more. If they were more connected with assignments and readings, I'm sure I would understand a lot better.

	· The timing on corresponding ideas. Sometimes it would have been beneificial to have already gone over one thing in one class before the other.

	· Make the subjects in both class more connected. Communication between instructors

	· Registration is the only challenge. Getting into Biobonds is a hassel. Better procedure for getting into full classes other than sitting by a computer and hitting refresh.

	· Not requiring BI 112/ CH 112 to be taking together

	· More class

	· make it a 2 or 3 term class

	· Longer career transitions class.

	· Offer more linked classes at higher levels


7.  Would you recommend the Women in Transition class to other College students?

n= 151
yes – 96% (147)

no – 4% (6)
Explain:

Instructors
	· Instructor's help is very beneficial. I get more out of it than in an university

	· If you have not been in school for a while I would suggest that you use it. Provides lots of optional help, teachers work well with you on late work.

	· Cara's class is the best and you learn more about you, then you thought you know by the end of term.


Student Factor

	· It's nice to be able chem and bio with the same people

	· The students help is great since you have the same classes.

	· I like having the same people in my classes because I felt we could all relate.

	· It helps me to not feel so shy when you already know everyone.

	· It gives off a feeling of togetherness

	· Having same study groups really helps

	· It was easier to get to know others.

	· Because it makes it easier for students to be able to study together.

	· Only for health students

	· Working with the same peers all term is very helpful

	· It's easier to form a bond and make study groups

	· You feel less stress on work cause you get to know new people and you end up studying together

	· Yes I would recommend it because when your in the same 2 classes everyday with the same people, and the instructors are so close it is easier to learn and understand lessons because there is so much social support.

	· That these classes are great together and its easier to ask for help with your classmates

	· I would recommend it to new students or students with no friends at lane because you really get to know people in your class.

	· I would recommend it because some people feel overwhelmed and  the community makes it easier

	· It helps build support and study groups

	· If you want to have fun and meet new people take a learning community experience.

	· It's positive and the girls are very supportive

	· It's helpful to have the same classmates to study with throughout the term. If you miss something you can ask your other classmates

	· It helps to know others like yourself

	· It's a way to feel comfortable and be able to ask for help, because you know everybody in four classes. More acceptable. 


Positive Effect of the Course

	· it makes you focus much more than normal

	· Really helps for understanding material

	· Very useful for anyone who may need an extra cushion for (in our case) sciences and to secure an understanding in depth

	· They are a fun and easy going challenging class.

	· Useful tool for success

	· I loved this class and I hope I get to be a part of more learning communities in the future. Way to go. I felt that this was set up for my benefit.

	· Just because it’s a good co-aide. It works.

	· I have recommended women in transition to other friends already

	· this experience really helped me clarify how to move through my personal transition and my career transition at the same time. It was instrumental in making these transitions doable.

	· Only female wanting a transition back to college would benefit taking these classes.

	· Other forms of transitions, women are not the only ones that experience transitions

	· It helped me to transition from not going to school to all of a sudden being a full time college student. It has given me an abundant of tools to use for the rest of my college career.

	· It is an awesome program for those unsure of career choice or those having difficulty with aspects of transition.

	· I would tell them that it’s a great way to get started, you learn so much you might have forgotten and you get your credits so its not a waste of time

	· They are a good idea especially for new students as they ease you into the college process.

	· It was a unique experience. I would recommend a learning community to someone who is just beginning at lane.

	· This class gave me lift up and made coming back to school much easier, and helped me grow a lot.

	· It helps when first starting college

	· It was a great way to start school again and overcome anxieties about it and to prepare for the rest of school.

	· To begin your college experience a learning community is very supportive and you feel comfortable asking questions.

	· I already have had a friend even check in her state to see if something like it is in her school.

	· It is an amazing class to take

	· I've actually recommended this learning community to several people that had slow down with there lives and wanted enrichment.

	· Information group, connection, personalization.

	· I think it really resinates the learning of "things" to learn same or connected ideas in different classes.

	· only things to be gained by enrolling.

	· Helping someone to see you can't move forward till you deal with the it now I feel like I can move forward.

	· I would recommend it as a valuable step in self discovery and mapping of future.

	· This program has changed my life in a really good way. Powerful good healing. Thank you all so much.

	· It is a wonderful program every woman should try it.

	· Help in reaching goals

	· they are very good for your self-esteem

	· Helps with learning, stress, social abilities, and completed work.

	· It helps with confidence


· Highly beneficial-strengthens the whole experience

	· Good program to bring out the best in your or learn how to deal with life circumstances

	· So they can grow in self reflection

	· Gives you room for inner growth

	· This is a great growing experience

	· How helpful it is and how it can help you succeed.

	· It helps with your life, your success in college, and people

	· Super cool

	· I think it was very helpful.

	· it has been helpful

	· It helped

	· I liked it and found it beneficial

	· The learning community really helped me and I think it could help o thers too.

	· It was helpful with studying

	· There are good opportunities that can start to have.

	· It was fun

	· Good

	· Only if they need it, to follow through with their majors.

	· I wish there was a men in transition program.

	· Class for men so they can try to be on the same track with women

	· Biobonds mostly chem112 with Bio


Negative comments

	Harriet goes way too fast. She doesn't want you to like or even understand chemistry

	The whole idea of biobonds as a pre-req for A&P is a joke. I spent $600 taking classes I don't need to pass A&P. I'm not amused by this at all.

	It is a lot of work and there are some similarities between them

	It's required

	I don't think that you should have to take these together- just allow the option to take both at the same time if students want.
































































































































