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Winter 2010

Bio Bonds
65  participants     13 men  51 women
21 part-time, 44 fulltime

   Age Range
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30-39
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40-49
  1

50-53
  2
1. Reflecting back on what you learned in the linked classes with Women in Transition, please give examples of how you applied what you learned in one class to the work in your other classes:
Specific content overlap between classes

	· They went over different views about the same subject

	· Chemistry is more of a support class for Bio.

	· DNA in both classes

	· Almost nothing everything you need to learn about chem you cover in 10 minutes in biology

	· One class helped me understand the other when knowing the "why" or "how" in one class made no sense to me. Learning something from a different point of view helped out.

	· There were some overlap sections (chapters) so I could understand the concepts more easily

	· They were somewhat off, hard to grasp bio concepts. I've taken 3 other bio classes with ease

	· Bio and Chem went together. That's about it. But they are the bio bonds classes

	· Some of the topics were the same so it was easy to remember them

	· Haven't taken any others yet

	· Utilized resource center, worked in groups during every class a lot!

	· The classes related to each other. It was easier to understand in 2 different perspectives.

	· I applied the knowledge of Codon's to help with my huntington’s disease presentation in med. Terminology

	· Actually all of one courses I took this term taught me the same thing in 3 different ways. I think the chemistry and biology curriculum go hand in hand and that made things easier.

	· When I was confused about protein synthesis in one class I used what I later learned in another class to help me better understand

	· Learning a certain lesson/subject from both classes helped get a clearer understanding of it.

	· I used notes and handouts from one class for another and vise a versa

	· Photosynthesis, metabolism, DNA and protein synthesis, all overlapped a lot and that was great

	· They just overlapped so it was easier

	· Chemistry helped explain what we learned in biology, and biology helped by giving us a starting point in many topics in chemistry.

	· Continual crossover between classes, kreb cycle, carbohydrates, etc.

	· Similar knowledge to use/know

	· I used what I learned about DNA and MRNA in Biology in my chemistry class

	· The classes work well together

	· Very little. Most subjects counteracted the other rarely they helped to understand the information taught!

	· I wish the biology was presented in an easier sequence but I understood that he can't change that!

	· The info learned in each class reinforced the topics being learned and helped for better understanding

	· A few things went together well like DNA/Rna and citric acid cycle/kreb's cycle


	2. In your experiences at Lane this term, about how often have you done each of the following?
	

	
	Very Often
	Often
	Sometimes
	Never

	a. Asked questions in class or contributed to class discussions 
     n=65
	29% (19)
	26% (17)
	38% (25)
	6% (4)

	b. Received prompt feedback (written or oral) from instructors on your performance  
     n=65
	32% (21)
	60% (39)
	6% (4)
	2% (1)

	c. Worked with other students on projects during the class 
     n=65
	48% (31)
	37% (24)
	15% (10)
	0% (0)

	d. Worked with classmates outside of class to prepare class assignments 
     n=65
	25% (16)
	22% (14)
	28% (18)
	26% (17)

	e. Came to class without completing readings or assignments  
     n=65
	5% (3)
	9% (6)
	51% (33)
	35% (23)

	f. Worked harder than you thought you could to meet an instructor's standards or expectations  
     n=65
	22% (14)
	32% (21)
	37% (24)
	9% (6)

	g. Discussed ideas from your readings or classes with others outside of class (students, family members, co-workers, etc)  
     n=65
	31% (20)
	25% (16)
	34% (22)
	11% (7)


	3. In your view, how much does Lane emphasize each of the following:
	

	
	Very Much
	Quite a Bit
	Some
	Very Little

	a. Providing the support you need to help you succeed at Lane 
    n=65
	23% (15)
	45% (29)
	29% (19)
	3% (2)

	b. Encouraging contact among students from different economic, social, and racial or ethnic backgrounds 
     n=64
	20% (13)
	33% (21)
	34% (22)
	13% (8)

	c. Helping you cope with your non-academic responsibilities (work, family, etc.)  
      n=64
	8% (5)
	19% (12)
	44% (28)
	30% (19)

	d. Encouraging you to spend significant amounts of time studying  
     n=65
	37% (24)
	38% (25)
	23% (15)
	2% (1)

	e. Synthesizing and organizing ideas, information, or experiences in new ways  
     n=65
	15% (10)
	38% (25)
	42% (27)
	5% (3)

	f. Applying theories or concepts to practical problems or in new situations
     n=65
	15% (10)
	43% (28)
	40% (26)
	2% (1)


	4. In your experience with a learning community this fall, please rate each statement below:
	

	
	Very Much
	Quite a Bit
	Some
	Very Little

	a. Your understanding of one class was aided by its link with another  n=64
	20% (13)
	38% (24)
	38% (24)
	5% (3)

	b. This learning community helped you understand ways different disciplines examine similar problems or situations
     n=64
	14% (9)
	41% (26)
	41% (26)
	5% (3)

	c. This learning community enabled you to connect with other students, creating more of a sense of community than your other classes 
      n=64
	41% (26)
	36% (23)
	20% (13)
	3% (2)

	d. This learning community inspired and motivated you to learn 
     n=64
	23% (15)
	38% (24)
	30% (19)
	9% (6)

	e. This learning community allowed you to apply knowledge you learned in one class directly to something required in the linked   n=64
	33% (21)
	39% (25)
	27% (17)
	2% (1)


5. Please explain what was most beneficial to you about his learning community:
	· meet other students to study with

	· the 2 classes compliment each other.

	· study groups

	· Group Projects helped me understand the most.

	· Seeing different views on the same subject

	· You learn some of the same concepts in both class

	· Tutors

	· Chem supported a lot of Bio questions I had before.

	· I really do like that I know everyone in the class. It makes it easier to ask questions.

	· Sometimes topics in one clas related to topics in the other.

	· SRC and tutors and other students

	· Nothing was beneficial about it. You take 2 extremely hard class and cram them together

	· I created a study group that I met with often and that alone helped me to better prepare for tests and in general just manage my study time better.

	· The teachers

	· It's getting my requirements done for my major and it was interesting

	· It’s a class

	· Having tools at hand to use. Computers, microscopes etc.

	· Having class with people who could help you with both subjects

	· Sense of support- I can ell the teachers want you to do well.

	· Great opportunity to get to know students of the same LC, and the staff from the resource center

	· The connection of the classes information

	· The fact that I made friends with students that could help me in the future.

	· Knowing all of my classmates from one class to the next. It made asking questions of them a whole lot easier

	· It was helpful to have the same study group for both classes

	· Working with same study groups in both classes.

	· Having a close group to work with

	· Meeting and working with others

	· Same students in each class

	· Having the same people in both classes

	· Knowing other students better helped with working together in class and organizing study groups

	· Understanding material

	· Feeling that we are all in this together

	· I don’t think biobonds is necessary for success in A&P. There was too much busy work. It felt like I was in high school again and I am way past this in my college experience

	· The small groups-working with the same people and getting to know them and bounce ideas off each other

	· Classes built to work complementary , one class expands on what we learned in another.

	· I was able to re-learn new topics from different angles. I loved this and really helped out. Example, Learn about a&p in bio and then see the chemical part of it.

	· A supportive social community is so beneficial for success in school. This learning community addresses the need for a collaborative learning community environment and creates a better experience for the student.

	· What’s unclear in one class can sometimes become clear in the other

	· Learning the same things in 2 different classes

	· Have the classes four days a week

	· Without biology I would not have been able to understand some of the chemistry.

	· The instructor was really involved w/ students. Easier to learn

	· Working with group

	· The biology class really taught me a lot! The style of teaching was great for me.

	· Unlike a university's class where they have 600 students, lane classes were small enough that I had chances to get to know the instructors and receive the help I needed to get the instructors and receive the help I needed.

	· If something was unclear in one class often times we were about to go over it in the other so it got cleared

	· Always having the same peers to work with

	· Having the same people in both classes. It was nice to know people and study for both at once.

	· The same students were in both classes so we could discuss and study for both classes. Ideas from once class reinforced ideas from another.

	· Knowing my classmates

	· The motivation of the professors

	· Classmates

	· I liked having the same classmates


6. What would you recommend changing about this learning community to improve it for future students?

	· same day classes

	· The teachers should talk and be on the same page

	· Not so much exercises to take home. I like in class lab assignments

	· Not really, maybe to a 4 credit class like LBCC.

	· Get a new biology teacher

	· I'm not sure it's useful to students to require it as a learning community. I'm especially concerned about students who have a harder time with science and have trouble getting A's in both at once and also can't repeat a class easily.

	· Teachers working together to make it more organized

	· If a class gives you 4 credits of work. You should receive 4 credits of work. 3 is nuts.

	· Drop the chemistry requirement

	· I would recommend having more communication between the instructors.

	· More tests

	· The teacher for biology needs a different teaching way. Had a hard time learning and test taking

	· More class offered

	· More computers- a more quiet atmosphere

	· Nothing really

	· Coordinate test times w/ in the 2 classes so we aren't overloaded

	· We need more time to complete required homework especially the most important info to be prepared for next course. Understanding ATP and spending more time on this than drawing a poster of how we think it works.

	· Offering different times so that both don't have to be taken on the same day.

	· Less homework, more hands-on.

	· Non cumulative exams

	· We often learned things in chemistry that we already knew from biology so it would be nice if we learned them at the same time

	· Encouraging more interaction with the entire class rather than just a couple individuals.

	· Maybe occasionally switching lab partners to get some new approaches

	· The timing on corresponding ideas. Sometimes it would have been beneficial to have already gone over one thing in one class before the other.

	· Sometimes the teachers move at different paces

	· Registration is the only challenge. Getting into Biobonds is a hassle. Better procedure for getting into full classes other than sitting by a computer and hitting refresh.

	· Let the instructors do their own lab manuals

	· Spread final dates out

	· Plan tests not on the same week

	· Nothing it was okay

	· No chemistry

	· Make the subjects in both class more connected. Communication between instructors

	· The biology study packet that had our labs and hw got confusing with wording.

	· Chem teacher needs to slow down and be happy to answer questions

	· Slow down the rate of teaching the material

	· More openings, and sequence of subjects taught.

	· Allow students to take both classes together but have different time choices for each so that 1 crn isn't linked to only one other linked crn.

	· Allow instructors time to communicate about what information is presented and when

	· Let the professor decide the order of the material

	· How much time do you have? Lots availability, opt out options better hrs for resources

	· Not requiring BI 112/ CH 112 to be taking together


7.  Would you recommend the Women in Transition class to other College students?

n= 61
yes –  90%  (55)
no – 10% (6)
Explain:

	· it has been helpful

	· it makes you focus much more than normal

	· It helped

	· It's nice to be able chem and bio with the same people

	· I know that some learning communities work really well-they can be complementary and create camaraderie.

	· I learned a lot and like the connection between bio and chem.

	· I would recommend this because joining with others helps better understand the material and in general helps to learn how to better prepare and study for exams

	· Biobonds mostly chem112 with Bio

	· The students help is great since you have the same classes.

	· Very useful for anyone who may need an extra cushion for (in our case) sciences and to secure an understanding in depth

	· I like having the same people in my classes because I felt we could all relate.

	· They are a fun and easy going challenging class.

	· It helps me to not feel so shy when you already know everyone.

	· Useful tool for success

	· Having same study groups really helps

	· They are a good idea especially for new students as they ease you into the college process.

	· It was easier to get to know others.

	· Because it makes it easier for students to be able to study together.

	· Only for health students

	· I loved this class and I hope I get to be a part of more learning communities in the future. Way to go. I felt that this was set up for my benefit.

	· Harriet goes way too fast. She doesn't want you to like or even understand chemistry

	· I liked it and found it beneficial

	· Instructor's help is very beneficial. I get more out of it than in an university

	· Working with the same peers all term is very helpful

	· Only if they need it, to follow through with their majors.

	· Really helps for understanding material

	· The whole idea of biobonds as a pre-req for A&P is a joke. I spent $600 taking classes I don't need to pass A&P. I'm not amused by this at all.

	· It is a lot of work and there are some similarities between them

	· It's required

	· I don't think that you should have to take these together- just allow the option to take both at the same time if students want.
































































































































