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Problem-Based Learning Activity

Problem
Low finances, long-term stress, and career transition can reduce study skills and diminish interest in seemingly unimportant subjects such as grammar and punctuation.

How can students become more engaged in the course material?

Thinking

What information do you need to determine the validity of the problem?

What evidences does the teacher have that this is a problem?
Could there be other reasons for this occurring?
Did the teacher make any assumptions?

Did the teacher come to an incorrect conclusion?

What forces might be driving this problem? Political, social, psych, emotional, financial, medical.

What evidence would support the need to get better study skills for this course?
Research
Find evidence and evaluate it. 

Criticize it. 
Ask questions. 
Say your thoughts. 
Question yourself and your motives.
Discuss viewpoints  
What would physicians say about having good grammar skills and study skills? Is it beneficial or problematic?
What would educators say?

What would certain students say?
What would employers say?

Prepare and State Your Position

What are the symptoms of poor study skills?

What do they look like?

Do poor study skills help or hurt your goals? How?

What is the extent of the problem?

What is the extent of the benefits?

Is it getting worse or better?

What are the implications, or results, of the problem?

Write your position and provide support for it. 

Formulate a plan

Create a plan to eliminate the problem of poor study skills and lack of interest.

Consider the interests of the people in your group.

Be practical about time, person-power, expense, and material. 

Complete the chart:  “Know. Need to Know. Need to Do” 

