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Social Science Course Curriculum Map to 2010 AAOT Outcomes 

Department/Program:   Social Sciences


Course: SOC 228 Intro to Environmental Sociology
1. Social Science Discipline Studies Outcomes

	As a result of taking Social Science Discipline Studies courses, a student should be able to:
	Course Outcome(s) related to the Social Science Discipline Studies Outcome
	Under what conditions and criteria will the course outcome be assessed? (i.e., a menu of suggested assessment options)

	· Apply analytical skills to social phenomena in order to understand human behavior
	Engage diverse values with civic and ethical awareness: Connect theory and practice to develop skills, deepen understanding of multiple perspectives related to environmental issues.
Think Critically: Identify and define key issues affecting socioenvironmental relations.
	· Midterms and final examinations.
· Individual research papers.

	· Apply knowledge and experience to foster personal growth and better appreciate the diverse social world in which we live.
	Apply Learning: Describe the impact of diverse values and perspectives on individuals, communities, and bioregions.
	· Midterms and final examinations

· Small group discussions.


2. Social Science Discipline Studies Course Criteria

An introductory course in the Social Sciences should be broad in scope. Courses may focus on specialized or inter-disciplinary subjects, but there must be substantial course content locating the subject in the broader context of the discipline(s).
	Approved courses will help students to:
	How course meets criterion
	Related Course Outline statements

	1) Understand the role of individuals and institutions within the context of society.
	Critically examines industrial society’s relations with the environment and natural resources

	Specific ways in which course addresses criterion
· Examine the paradigms and perspectives that frame contemporary environmentalism.
· Survey the terrain of socioenvironmental problems related to the human uses and abuses of natural resources and native ecosystems.


	2) Assess different theories and concepts, and understand the distinctions between empirical and other methods of inquiry.  
	Analyzes social and natural science concepts in the context of socioenvironmental relations and issues; surveys diverse environmental philosophies

	· Utilize terms, theories and concepts from social and natural sciences to speak fluently the language of ecology.


	3) Utilize appropriate information literacy skills in written and oral communication.
	Instruction and practice in creating, producing and communicating understanding of environmental sociology through synthesis of relevant information.

	· Demonstrate knowledge of effective methods for locating and evaluating print and digital sources at the library that are relevant to course topics. Will use for individual research papers.
· Analyze sources, course lectures, and other course content and demonstrate understanding through class discussions and assessments.


	4) Understand the diversity of human experience and thought, individually and collectively.
	Covers non-Western environmental perspectives from Indigenous peoples and the Global South, ecofeminist philosophy, and egalitarian social and environmental justice movements in the socioenvironmental context.

	· Critically examine globalization of corporate capitalism, urban-industrialism, and “technocentrism,” contrasting them with more agrarian, indigenous, and “ecocentric” models of socioenvironmental relations.


	5) Apply knowledge and skills to contemporary problems and issues.
	Apply sociological philosophies, perspectives, and theoretical frameworks to consider possible solutions to current ecological issues. 
	· Think critically and creatively to analyze ecological problems and pose possible solutions.
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